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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, IS, XF 

SUBJECT: NEW WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS 

1 . NEW YORK TIMES OF FEBRUARY 27, IN FRONT PAGE ARTICLE ON 
FEBRUARY 26 CABINET MEETING, CONTAINS FOLLOWING PASSAGE: 
"THE THREE PLANNED WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS (THOSE REAFFIRMED 
ON SUNDAY) ARE NEAR ISRAELI MILITARY CAMPS. ONE, TEL KHARIS, 
IN THE WESTERN PART OF THE TERRITORY, HAS ALREADY MADE A 
TRANSITION TO A CIVILIAN SETTLEMENT. THE OTHER TWO- 
TAPUACH...AND SILT-A-DAHAR-ARE SCHEDULED TO BECOME CIVILIAN 
COMMUNITIES BY THE END OF MARCH." 

2. SURVEY OF EMBASSY REPORTING OF LAST MONTH SHOWS NO INDI- 
CATION THAT TEL KHARIS (HARIS) HAS YET RECEIVED ANY CIVIL- 
IAN SETTLERS IN THE MILITARY CAMP THERE, MUCH LESS "ALREADY 
MADE THE TRANSITION TO A CIVILIAN SETTLEMENT." WE SUSPECT 
THAT ARTICLE’S REFERENCES TO "CIVILIAN SETTLEMENT" AND 
"CIVILIAN COMMUNITIES" ARE IN FACT WHAT ISRAELIS HAVE RE- 
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FERRED TO AS "CIVILIAN SETTLEMENTS IN MILITARY CAMPS" AND 
THUS DO NOT REPRESENT DEPARTURE FROM GOI POLICY PURSUED IN 
ESTABLISHMENT OF EIGHT SUCH SETTLEMENTS SINCE SEPTEMBER, 
1977. 

3. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO ASCERTAIN IF THIS INTERPRETA- 
TION IS CORRECT AND THAT IN FACT ISRAELIS HAVE NO INTENTION 
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OF DEPARTING FROM EXISTING PRACTICE OF RETAINING MILITARY 
CONTROL OVER NEW WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS. 

VANCE 
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